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Front cover photo: The picture is taken by the author from Abijata Lake during the 2016 field 
visit. The lake is currently retreating rapidly due to the dry up of river Bulbula, its main feeder 
river, the underflow of water to Lake Shalla and the drainage of the lake by the nearby Soda Ash 
factory. The Lake is expected to dry up in a very short time if the current trend continues and 
unless some measures are taken by policy makers. 
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